THE PORTUGUESE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

(1) 3-year evening courses of general or technical education for early school leavers and adults.

(2) Secondary courses predominantly leading to further studies (Cursos Secundários Predominantemente Orientados para o Prosseguimento de Estudos – CSPOPE), or general courses.

(3) Secondary courses predominantly oriented towards working life, or technological courses (Cursos Tecnológicos – CT).

(4) Apprenticeship is accessible to young people aged 14 to 24. It lasts 1 to 4 years.

(5) Initial training schemes in various employment sectors, of various lengths.

(6) 6 or 8 semester courses leading to the degree of Bacharel.

(7) 4, 5 or 6 years of undergraduate studies leading to the degree of Licenciado.

(8) 2 years of postgraduate studies leading to the degree of Mestre.

(9) Doctoral studies leading to the degree of Doutor (Ph.D.).

Introduction

The Portuguese educational system covers pre-school education, school education, including basic, secondary and higher education, and extra-curricular education. The coordination of the policy for the educational system is the responsibility of the Ministry of Education (pre-school education and basic and secondary education) and the Ministry of Science and Higher Education (higher education). A brief description is given in this text on pre-school education and basic, secondary and higher education.

Information is also given on some aspects of two special types of schooling: recurrent (second-chance learning) and vocational training.

Attached is a simplified organisational chart of the Portuguese education system showing its main structures.
Pre-School Education
The pre-school educational network is comprised of its own institutions, promoted by central, regional or local power, or other entities, collective or individual, namely parental and residential associations, civic and religious organisations, unions and firms as well as social solidarity institutions. The State aids pre-school institutions, which are integrated into the public system, subsidising part of their operational costs.  Pre-school education, in its formative aspect, is complementary and/or supplementary to the family’s educational role, with which close co-operation should be established. Its attendance is voluntary, recognising that in this specific age group - three to six years old, the most important role in the educational process rests with the family. Pre-school education is run by public entities (the State or local authorities) or by private entities, usually takes place under the tutelage of either the Ministry of Education, in the fulfilment of its educational role, or of the Ministry of Employment and Social Security, which is mainly concerned with the provision of welfare and support. Whereas the network under the tutelage of the Ministry of Education schools run by State or by local authorities tend to predominate, in the network under the tutelage of the Ministry of Employment and Social Security the overwhelming majority of schools are created and run by private operators

Basic education
Basic education is universal, compulsory, free of charge, and nine years in duration. Mandatory education covers children and young people between six and fifteen years old of age. Basic school gratuity covers school fees, taxes and fees related to enrolment, attendance and certification, as well as school transportation. In some cases, depending on family income, students may also obtain partly or totally free of charge schoolbooks and other school materials, meals and housing, if necessary. 

Basic Education comprises three sequential cycles.

In the first cycle, lasting 4 years, teaching is all encompassing, responsibility of a single teacher, who may be assisted in specific areas (used to be called Primary School Education).

The following curricular areas are defined:

Arts and drama education; 

Environment and social studies; 

Portuguese; 

Mathematics; 

Personal and Social Development or Religious Education; 

There is also an area of school’s educational project work. In addition, complementary project work and trans-subject work are suggested for curriculum design. 

The second cycle, lasting 2 years functions on a multiple teacher basics, with one teacher for each subject or group of subjects. The curricular plan is organised according to pluridisciplinary areas, based on a standardised curriculum, including as well a non-disciplinary area of study, the "área-escola".

SUBJET
Number of lessons per week


5th grade
6th grade

Portuguese
5
5

Foreign Language (Eng. or Fren.)
3
3

Portuguese History and Geography
4
4

Maths
4
4

Science
3
3

Visual & Technological Education
5
5

Music
2/3
2/3

Physical Education
3
3

Religious Education
1
1

“Area-Escola”



With the third cycle, lasting 3 years, basic compulsory schooling of 9 years ends. Teaching is on a one teacher per subject basics. The curriculum comprises several subjects or multidisciplinary areas; optional or electives, subjects allow students some freedom of choice, as well as a non-disciplinary area known as "área-escola".

SUBJET
Number of lessons per week


7th grade
8th
grade
9th grade

Portuguese
4
4
4

Foreign Language (Eng. or Fren.)
3
3
3

History 
3
3
3

Geography
3
--
4

Maths
4
4
4

Science
4
3
--

Drawing
3
3
3

Physics & Chemistry
--
4
3

Physical Education
2/3
2/3
2/3

Religious Education
1
1
1

Option (Eng./Fren/ICT/Music
2/3
2/3
2/3

“Àrea-Escola”




In all three cycles of basic schooling it is left to the school to organise complementary curricular activities of a recreational and cultural nature, aiming towards a creative and formative use of students´ leisure time. School sports are included in these voluntary activities.

After completing compulsory education students may opt for secondary school courses, included in the regular school system, or then for vocational or artistic courses as an alternative to the regular system.

Secondary education
The secondary education, lasting 3 years, functions on a multiple teacher basics, with one teacher for each subject or group of subjects. The curricular plan is organised according to pluridisciplinary areas, based on a standardised curriculum, including as well a non-disciplinary area of study, the "área-escola".

The new organisational model for the regular secondary education, already in effect on an experimental basis since 1990/91, in a limited number of schools, will be more broadly implemented in 1993/94. Secondary education differentiates its studies in 2 principle ways: first, those courses mainly orientated towards the continuation of studies - a new structure which replaces the old vocation or continuation of studies branches - and secondly, those courses directed rather towards entry into active life, technological courses which replace the old technical-professional courses. Mobility between the 2 types of study is guaranteed.

Both courses last 3 years, constituting a single cycle of studies (years 10, 11, and 12) and are divided into 4 study areas, according to which branch of science:

Sciences, Arts, Socio-Economic, Humanities.
Within each area there is a course mainly directed towards continuation of studies as well as several technological courses corresponding to broad scientific and technological areas.

All courses cover 3 basic components: general, specific and technical.

The general education component is common to all courses in the same subject area, both those aimed at continuation of studies and at entry in active life. Following national guidelines, these subjects are mandatory for all students and all schools.

The specific education component includes two or three mandatory subjects, which define the educational profiles common to different courses in the same area of study. They constitute a solid nucleus, which guarantees a certain freedom of movement between the 2 directions and the possibility for students of technological courses to proceed with their studies.

Recurrent secondary education

Recurrent (second-chance) education is a special type of schooling that is available for those who did not complete secondary education at the usual age of attendance (up to age 18). Recurrent secondary education has the same objectives and leads to the same diploma as regular secondary education, although it adopts plans and methods appropriate for its target users. 

General courses and technical courses are provided in recurrent secondary education in several fields. Technical courses, apart from the diploma of secondary education, also lead to a level 3 vocational qualification.

The technical education component provides the greatest flexibility due to its role in global education. It allows students the freedom to explore and develop their own interests and projects, as well as offering easier integration of each schools’ own physical, humanistic and social characteristics. This component is characterised by free options, even to the degree of exceeding the given timetable when necessary, as a result of students’ motivations and projects.

The technical component of courses mainly geared to continuation of studies includes attendance of one or two elective subjects chosen from the technological or artistic areas. These courses directed towards entry in active life cover a set of subjects cohesively interrelated to the specific education component, in agreement with the qualification objectives of each course.

Technological Courses (Vocational)

Technological Courses taught on secondary schools:

Formation
Subjets

GROUP 1
Informatics

Building

Electronics

Mechanics

Chemistry

General
Portuguese

Philosophy

Foreign Language I or II

Physical Education

Religious Education (optional)







GROUP 2
Design

Arts and Crafts

Specific
2 or 3 subjects according with the group or course









GROUP 3
Management (Administration)

Commercial Services

Technical- (technological or artistic)
Set of compulsory subjects according to the course 







GROUP 4
Social Care

Communication

Post-secondary, non-higher education

Post-secondary, non-higher courses known as technological specialisation courses are taught in vocational training, mainly to those who have the diploma of secondary education and a level 3 vocational qualification and who want to acquire more scientific and technological knowledge in the field of their basic vocational training. These courses also develop personal and professional skills appropriate for working in the vocational qualification chosen by the student.  These courses last a total of 1200 to 1560 hours, including training in a work context of 360 to 720 hours, and on completion a diploma in a technological specialisation is attributed certifying level 4 vocational qualifications.

Secondary Education (General Courses: Formation, Subjects and Groups)
Formation


Subjects


Number of lessons per week



10th grade
11th grade
12th grade

General
Portuguese A (group 4)

Portuguese B

Foreign Language I or II

Philosophy

Physical Education

Religious Education (optional)
5

3

3

3

2/3

1
5

3

3

3

2/3

1
5

3

3

3

2/3

1

Group 1(sciences)
Specific
Maths

Physics and Chemistry Sciences

Earth and Life Sciences
4

4

4
4

4

4
4





(1)
Physics

Chemistry

Biology

Geology


5

5

5

5



(2)
Psychology

Draw and Geometry B (a)


3

3

Group 2 (Arts)
Specific
(3)
Maths (b)

Draw and Geometry A (c)

Physics and Chemistry Sciences

History of Art (d)

Materials, Techniques & Plastic Expression
4

4

3

3/4

3
4

4

3

3/4

3
4

3

3/4

3



(4)
Physics

Theory of Design

Chemistry

Psychology

Sociology


5

3

5

3

3

Group 3 (Economics)
Specific
Maths

Economy

History or

Geography
4

4

4

4
4

4

4

4
4

4



(5)
Social & Economical Development

Sociology

Right (an introduction)

Foreign Language I or II

Philosophy




Group 4 (Humanities)
Specific
(6)
History

Foreign Language

Latin

Greek

Geography
4

4

4

4

4
4

4

4

4

4
4

4

4

4





(7)
Philosophy

Sociology

Right (an introduction)

Social & Economical Development

Foreign Language

Psychology


4

3

3

4

3

3

Technical

(tech. or artistical)
(8)

6
3
3

Higher education

Higher education comprises university education and polytechnic education.

Access

Access to higher education is subject to number restrictions (numerus clausus) and admission is by competition. Students may apply who hold a diploma of secondary education or the equivalent and who meet all the demands laid down by law, particularly exams in specific subjects in which minimum marks must be obtained.

University education

University education ensures a solid scientific and cultural preparation and provides technical training suitable for vocational and cultural work, encouraging the skills for concept-building, innovation and critical analysis.

University education leads to the following degrees:

a) Licenciado, after a course lasting four or five years;

b) Mestre, a process lasting a total of two years, including a specialised course (mestrado) and preparation and presentation of a dissertation. Only those students with the licenciado degree have access to mestrado courses;

c) Doutor, through the preparation and presentation of a thesis. Mestres have access to doctorate level, and, in special conditions,  licenciados.

This teaching is administered in universities, organised, as laid down in their statutes, in units that may adopt different names: e.g. faculty, institute, school, and department. University teaching can also be administered in university colleges that are not integrated in universities, which are usually specialised.

Polytechnic education 

Polytechnic education provides solid, higher level cultural and technical training develops innovation and critical analysis skills, and administers theoretical and practical scientific knowledge with a view to professional activities.

The following degrees are attributed in polytechnic education: 

a) Bacharel, in courses lasting for three years;

b) Licenciado, in courses lasting four or five years.

This teaching is administered in polytechnic institutes arranged as laid down in their own statutes, in specialised units usually known as advanced schools. Polytechnic education is also administered in non-integrated polytechnic institutes that are also specialised.

Many licenciatura courses administered in polytechnic education are arranged in two study cycles: the first, lasting three years, leads to a bacharelato degree and the second, lasting two years, to a licenciado degree.

Evaluation on the Portuguese teaching-learning system

(Secondary Education)

Aims:

-to guarantee the quality of teaching;

-to stimulate the educational success

-to promote the self-confidence

-to respect the different rhythms of progress and development 

-to ensure the acquaintance 

To stimulate the educational success of students, evaluation  has a continuous and systematic character which allows to:



(Determine the different components of the teaching-learning process by selecting the educational methods and resources to meet the students’ educational needs.



(Orientate teacher’s action towards the relationship with students, other teachers and parents



(Help students to take or reformulate decisions that may influence the promotion of their own educational success and their preparation to integrate an active life or to continue their studies.


 
(Improve, in each school, the quality of teaching  

Aiming to certify the students’ achievements, evaluation assesses the knowledge, the skills and attitudes.

Evaluation also promotes the quality of teaching which allows to establish changes and innovations focused on curricula and settled previously.

Evaluation actors:

(Students’ evaluation is a teacher’s job together with students and parents. Other intervenient can also be called: 




Psychological and Orientation Services




Special Needs Educational Services




Others named by the Pedagogical Council 

Boards of Education




The Education Ministry Services

Modalities:



(Formative Evaluation



(Summative Evaluation 



(Assessment

Formative evaluation consists on gathering continuously and systematically, information  (data) about the different areas of learning that reveal knowledge, skills and attitudes achieved. It also aims to know students, teachers, parents and other intervenient about the development and quality of the learning process.

Formative evaluation also allows to establish intermediate goals which facilitate the students educational success or re-orientate them on their curricular options, by adopting different methodologies and promoting measures of educational support if needed.

Formative evaluation is a teacher’s responsibility together with the school orientation and educational support members. The class tutor coordinates the results of this interaction. When adequate, the entities mentioned above can ask for the cooperation of  students and parents.

Formative evaluation is descriptive and qualitative.

Summative evaluation

Summative evaluation formulates a global judgement about the development standing of students’ knowledge  skills and attitudes at the end of a teaching-learning term, regarding the aims and subjects formulated for the secondary education.

Modalities:



(Internal summative evaluation



(External summative evaluation

The results of each evaluation modality is expressed, in any subject, on a quantitative way. (0-20 scale).

The internal summative evaluation aims to inform students and parents about the achievement of the curricular purposes and settle (basis) any decision taken upon the educational student course.

The summative evaluation is the responsibility of the class teachers’ council. The result is communicated to the student  and parents by the class tutor.

Among other evaluation means included in the final subject evaluation there’s a global written test to take place at the end of the third school term. (10th  and 11th years and some subjects in the 12th year). The global tests are made at school by the curricular departments under criteria approved by the pedagogical council.

When a global test takes place the final result of the subject is calculated as follows:


IC= (3FC+GT)/4

IC – Internal Classification

FC- The frequency classification (third term classification)

GT – Global Test

If there is no place for a Global Test the Internal Classification is the third term classification.

The final classification is ratified by the whole members of the class teacher by the end of the third term.

The external summative evaluation is a responsibility of the Ministry of Education and intends  to contribute  to level the national classifications of secondary education, allowing the conclusion of this cycle and determining the final classification.

The external evaluation consists of national written exams, organized by the Ministry of Education . There is special orientations for particular subjects. (Technical, artistic and technological subjects).

Assessment

The assessment aims to control the teaching-learning quality process on a local, regional and national level. It contributes to think over the educational policies and establish a social confidence on the educational system. It may occur (happen) at any time of the school year, all subjects must be available and has no effect on students progression.

The assessment consists of written exams that estimate the attainment level of established curricular purposes, towards the achievement and results obtained as well as procedures undertaken.  The evaluation criteria have a national character. 

� “Bacharelato” degree may also be granted in university education through three-year courses. Currently this level is not significant in this type of education.


Exceptionally courses in medicine, dental medicine and, in some cases, architecture, last for 6 years.


The reference time for preparing a thesis is three years.








 





