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Within the federal system, each Land is autonomous in educational and cultural affairs. In accordance with the Basic Law and the Länder Constitutions, the education system is the responsibility of the Länder Ministries of Education. They implement State laws concerning compulsory school attendance, educational objectives, types of school, the organization of teaching, teacher training an in-service teacher training, and the school supervisory authorities.

The standing Conference of the Länder Ministers of Education co-ordinates educational policy between the Federal States.

The Federal Ministry of Education is responsible for the legal framework of Higher Education outside the school system, research grants, training grants, the extension of existing and the building of new institutions of Higher Education in co-operation with the Länder.

Bavaria´s differentiated system of education with its many possibilities of transferring from one type of school to another offers each pupil a school career that is appropriate to his or her preferences and aptitude.

The most important types of schools:

Grundschule: Years 1 – 4

The Grundschule provides a foundation on which all other school education builds, and furthers the pupil’s personal development. It is the gateway to secondary education.

Hauptschule: Years 5 – 9

The Hauptschule imparts a basic general education and establishes the prerequisites necessary to choose and take part in a period of qualified vocational education, It emphasizes concrete thinking and practical skills.

Realschule: Years 5 – 10

The Realschule provides a form of education that lies between the Hauptschule and the Gymnasium: A general education on the one hand and a preparation for a period of skilled vocational education and subsequent employment involving a wide range of theoretical and practical skills on the other.

Gymnasium: Years 5 – 13

The Gymnasium provides an academically oriented general education that is the prerequisite for university study. At the same time it establishes a basic for vocational training outside the University.

The Fachoberschule und Berufsoberschule Kaufbeuren

The Fachoberschule und Berufsoberschule Kaufbeuren in its combined and integrated new form was founded in 1997, after there has been an experimental stage of some years, during which the vocational school system as a whole has been changing permanently.

The foundation of the FOS Kaufbeuren dates back to the year 1971, when this new type of school was introduced in Bavaria.

Today about 50 teachers, most of them fully employed, give lessons to 750 pupils in both departments.

Statistics

Social branch

· Care

· Hospital 

· Old people´s home

· Education

· Kindergarden

· Youth center

· Care for disable people

Technical branch

· Electrical branch

· Metal branch

Workplaces in a workshop run by school, remaining part in private companies

Economic branch

· Bank

· Administration

· Industrie and trade

The above statistics shows where the students go when they are “out” in work experience.

The twelfth-formers the attend school on a full time basis and take their exams at the end of the school year. Having passed this they have access to the Fachhochschule of their branch. At this stage there is offered an alternative to youths who have done a traineeship or apprenticeship. As they have work experience of some years, they can get into the 12th form right away. In Kaufbeuren there are offered only the economic and technical branch for these students.

After the new school reform of vocational education the students now can go on for another year and take the BOS exam, which enables them to go to university and study the subjects they have specialized on at school. If the students can manage to pass an additional French exam, they have general access to all universities and all subjects after the 13th year. 

